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The bridegroom next unties the two tresses of
her hair, one on each side of the bride's head, and
announces that she is " let loose from the fetters
of Varuna." After this she takes seven steps
towards the north-east for energy, strength, wealth,
health, offspring, fair weather, and friendship.
Further wishes having been expressed regarding
devotion and the production of sons, water from
the jar is sprinkled over both their heads brought
dose together.
% The bridegroom should renjain that night in the
abode of an old Brahman woman, whose husband
and children are alive.
When the bride sees the Polar star in*conjunction
with Arundhati (one of the Pleiades) and the seven.
Rishis (the seven stars of the Great Bear) she should
bless her husband and pray for children.
The bridegroom should give away the bride's
dress to one who knows the Surya Sukta (Rig-
Veda X, 85).
The ceremonies close with a feast to.the
Brahmans
A marriage seldom takes place among Hindus
during the four months of the rainy season, for
during that period the Great Preserver-is down
on a visit to Raja Bali and cannot therefore bless
the contract with his divine presence.
In some parts of India curious customs exist
of marrying two trees, or a stone to a tree or bush.
Salagrams, or stones containing fossil impressions
of ammonites and considered to be representatioas